CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 1. In a player/recorder system having a plurality of audio processing 

2 modules each having one or more tracks and each connected to a computer 

3 system having a Wocessor and a display, a graphical user interface method of 

4 centrally controlling each of the one or more tracks of the plurality of audio 

5 processing modules,\the method comprising the steps of: 

6 generating a first display portion on the display by the processor, the first 

7 display portion including one or more control boxes to control a corresponding 

8 one or more tracks of the plurality of audio processing modules; and 

9 generating a second aisplay portion on the display by the processor, the 

10 second display including a central control mechanism for controlling all of the 

11 one or more tracks of the plurality of audio processing modules. 

1 2. The metnod of claim 1 further including the steps of: 

2 selecting one pf the control boxes corresponding to one of the tracks; 

3 transmitting Ja control command associated with the one of the control 
boxes from the computer system to an audio processing module having the one 

5 of the tracks; and / 

6 performing a function assigned to the control command by the audio 

7 processing module. 

1 3. Tme method of claim 1 further including the steps of: 

2 selecting a record button of a specific track; 

3 transmitting a record command from the computer system to an audio 

4 processing module having the specific tracks; and 
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causing the specific track to record an audio sound by the audio processing 
module. 

4. The method of claim 1 further including the steps of: . 
selecting the central control mechanism; 

transmitting a global control command associated with the central control 
mechanism from the computer system to the plurality of audio processing 
modules; and 

eaah audio processing module, performing a function assigned to the 
global control command by the audio processing module. 

5. The mfethod of claim 1 wherein the step of generating a second 
display portion includes the step of said second display portion, including a 
global play command ror controlling the one or more tracks of the audio 
processing modules. \ 



6. The method of claim 5 further including the steps of: 
selecting the global play command; 

transmitting me global play command from the computer system to the 
urality of audio/processing modules; and 

each audft) processing module, causing all the tracks to each play an audio 
sound by theyaudio processing module. 



7. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of generating a second 
display portion includes\the step of said second display portion, including a 
global stop command for Controlling the one or more tracks of the audio 
processing modules. 
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8. \ In a player/recorder system having a plurality of audio processing 
modules eath having one or more input/output ("I/O") channels and each 
connected to computer system having a processor and a display, a graphical 
user interface method of centrally controlling each of the one or more I/O 
channels of the plurality of audio processing modules, the method comprising 
the steps of: \ 

generating a fiast display portion, the first display portion including one or 
more control boxes to control a corresponding one or more I/O channels of the 
plurality of audio processing modules; 

displaying the first display portion by the processor on the display for 
control by a user; \ 

selecting a control command on a specified control box by the user; 

transmitting the control command from the computer system to the audio 
processing module having the I/oVhannel corresponding to the specified 
control box; and \ 

performing a task assigned to the, control command by the audio 
processing module with respect to the I/iS channel. 

9. In a player/recorder system having a plurality of audio processing 
modules each having one or more input/output Vl/O") channels and each 
connected to a computer system having a processor and a display, a graphical 
user interface method of centrally controlling all of theWe or more I/O 
channels of the plurality of audio processing modules, the, method comprising 
the steps of: \ 
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7 Generating a display portion, the display portion including a central 

8 control mechanism to control all of the one or more I/O channels of the 

9 pluralityW audio processing modules; 

10 displaying the display portion by the processor on the display for control by 

11 a user; 

12 selecting the central control mechanism; 

13 transmitting a global control command associated with the central control 

14 mechanism from the computer system to the plurality of audio processing 

15 modules; and 

16 each audio processing module, causing all the I/O channels to perform a 

17 task assigned to the global control command. 


-it? 


if» S 


1 10. An apparatus for controlling a plurality of audio processing 

2 modules in a player /recorder system, each of the plurality of audio processing 

3 modules having one or mor^ input/output ("I/O") channels, the apparatus 

4 comprising: 

5 a processor; and 

6 a display including 

7 a first display portion produced by the processor, the first display 

8 portion including one or moreVontrol boxes to control corresponding I/O 

9 channels of the plurality of audio processing modules, and 

10 a second display portion produced by the processor, the second 

11 display portion including a central control mechanism to control all of the 

12 one or more I/O channels of the plurality of audio processing modules. 
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11. The apparatus of claim 10 further comprising a selection device to 
select one of the' control boxes corresponding to one of the I/O channels of the 
plurality of ai/dio processing modules. 

12. The apparatus of claim 11 wherein the selection device is a 
keyboard. 


13. The apparatus of claim 11 wherein the selection device is a mouse. 


^o' 14. The apparatus of claim 11 furtfxei^compr^ing an I/O device to 
transmit a control command assoeiafecf with the one of the control boxes selected 
by the selection deyice^to an audio processing module having the one of the I/O 
channels 


15. Thef apparatus of claim 14 further comprising an audio processing 
module to receive the control command and perform a function assigned to the 
control command. 

16. The apparatus of claim 10 further comprising a selection device to 
select the central control mechanism. 

17. The apparatps^of aaim 16 further comprising an I/O device to 
transmit a global go^trol rogamand associated with the central control 
mechanism^the plurality of audio processing modules. 


18. The apparatus of claim 17 further comprising a plurality of audio 
processing modules, each of which is to receive the global control command and 
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3 perform a function assigned to the control command with respect to all of the 

4 1/6 channels. 
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